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From a Mission Centered on Human Beings to a Mission from an Ecological Perspective
Introduction

My objective in this essay is to conduct a biblical-theological and pastoral reflection on mission of the church from an ecological perspective to help us overcome the traditional models of mission that focused only on human beings and include ecological trends. I also will share in this reflection some experiences and challenges of churches in the world that are showing the possibility to create programs from this ecological mission perspective.
The Mission Centered on Human Beings

In general, we can say that traditionally churches have understood and developed mission centered on humans. The conservative sectors in their mission programs evangelize to save the souls of individuals, and liberal sectors go beyond the dualism of body and soul to seek salvation of human beings including social assistance and the search for justice for human communities have more needs in our world.
The churches in the north have historically understood that they should make great economic efforts to send missionaries to the countries of the south and Pentecostal churches today and mega churches that grow in the south are sending missionaries to northern countries where Christianity is decreasing. From this perspective and practice, all these forms of mission are focused on the salvation of the individual, with some individualistic emphasis and others with an emphasis that includes the search for justice alone among human beings.
I believe that this can be a proper purpose to agree as we read the Bible, as we have understood Jesus great commission, that we have been commissioned but today we have come to see that poverty threatens so many is human beings, to see that the environmental and ecological crisis we are experiencing life threatening in all its manifestations, and have come to the conclusion that these traditional forms of mission are insufficient.
Urgency of a Mission from the Ecological Perspective

Since we started to see and suffer the consequences of the environmental crisis and stormed the ecological paradigm, we are conscious of the fact that we are all eco-dependent. We can not live without the environment and in relation to all their ecosystems, which include human beings, forming the whole environment. We are a link in the biotic community.
Leonardo Boff helps us to understand this when he says: “Humanity is not versus nature, or over it, as its owner, but within it, as an integral and essential part. We participated in a community of interests with other living beings, who share with us the biosphere. The basic common interest is to maintain the conditions for the continuity of life and the Earth itself as a supposedly super-organism alive, Gaia” (Boff, Educación Ecocentrada).
This perspective is what we learn from the Bible when we see that God formed Human Beings called adam of land that is in Hebrew Adama (Gen. 2:4 b, NRSV). Thus both human beings and nature are part of the same material with which God made all of creation (Hiebert, class 4.8.08). I think that is why Paul said that the establishment will be liberated from the bondage of corruption at the glorious liberty of God’s children and while this happens the creation and we groan with labor pains awaiting redemption. (Rom 8:22-24)
The new fact, until recently absent from the collective consciousness of the vast majority of people and scientists, is that the entire system of life is in danger. This danger is a consequence of civilization is productivist / consumerist / materialist trends that have prevailed in recent centuries, which today is producing this globalized and that the land loses its delicate balance and its ability to sustain self. (Boff, Educación Ecocentrada).
The World Alliance of Reformed Churches in the General Council in Accra says that economic globalization is guided by a “policy of unlimited growth among industrialized countries, and the drive for profit of transnational corporations have plundered the earth and severely damaged the environment” (Kruger, 133).

Among the consequences that this economic system is producing include climate change, the extinction of fish, deforestation, soil erosion and the danger of depletion of freshwater sources. The communities are losing their means of subsistence, rising sea levels endangering coastal regions and islands of peaceful word missing rise and storms. High degrees of reactivity put in danger the health and the environment.

According to the Reformed Churches gathered in Accra, this economic system has “an ideology that claims to be without alternative, demanding an endless flow of sacrifices from the poor and creation. It makes the false promises that it can save the world through the creation of wealth and prosperity, claiming sovereignty over life and demanding total allegiance, which amounts to idolatry” (Kruger, 133).

As churches, we have to stand against this idolatry questioning our faith in order to prevent Gaia from entering into a process of chaos, looking for a new equilibrium, but at the cost of great ecological sacrifices, as the disappearance of thousands of species, cataclysms, droughts, floods, food insecurity of vast proportions and, eventually, the demise of untold numbers of human beings.
Just as today in many educational programs the environmental perspective is included in the same way churches must include the ecological perspective in its mission agendas. According Leonardo Boff, the ecological perspective takes into account the following aspects: the environmental, social, mental and holistic, or one that includes us as part of nature and makes us aware of our integration into the entire fabric of cosmic energies. (Boff, Educación Ecocentrada).
For seminars in the formation of pastors and theologians and churches in their mission programs is urgent that we assume this perspective that will allow us to evangelize and educate in the art of living in harmony with nature, and propose to distribute equitably with other beings the resources of culture and sustainable development.
We need to be aware that this is not only to introduce corrections to the system that created the current ecological crisis, but we need to evangelize and educate to change it. This means overcoming the prevailing mechanistic and reductionist view and accepting the culture of complexity. This allows us to see the interrelationships of the living world and eco dependencies of human beings. Such verification requires dealing with environmental issues in a comprehensive and integrated way. (Boff, Edeucación Ecocentrada)
The culture of complexity and the action of the spirit of God among us will allow us to affirm and strengthen the unity and interconnectedness between all the churches and people of faith in the world. The result will be that we can work on a mission with the power of the spirit of God from the ecological perspective where human beings, all living beings and nature are included.
This type of mission derives the ethical dimension of responsibility and care for the common future of the earth and humanity. It makes us discover the vocation of human beings as caretakers of the garden of Eden that is our common house, and the guardian-protector of all beings and nature.
Experiences of Mission from the Ecological Perspective

In this perspective churches and Christian communities are beginning to become aware of initiatives that show us that it is possible to construct a model of eco-focused mission to respond to the ecological crisis that is causing the economic system and civilization now prevailing in the world.

Thus the request by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches request of Churches in Africa and after a consultation process among its member churches and ecumenical bodies in its last Assembly held in Accra, Ghana in August 2004, adopted a confession. It not is in the sense a classic doctrinal confession but shows the necessity and urgency of an active response to the injustice and ecological problems of our time.
The content of this confession includes recognition of God as creator and is supportive of life, places the human being as a partner in the creation, rejects the current economic order that produces injustice and is destroying the creation. It also affirms and invites churches to include in their mission work new economy in the world that produces justice between human beings and contributes to the care and justice with one the creation. (Kruger, 131-138).
During the month of January 2008 I was invited to participate in a mission consultation of the PC USA in Dallas, Texas, where I had the opportunity to share with the Secretary General of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. I asked him which churches were responding to the call of the confession of Acra, and he told me that the churches of the south are moving with strong commitments and with northern churches the work is slower because there is resistance to see and recognize the damage that this gloabalized economic system is producing in the world .
Another initiative for that mission seems to me very important is the Training Manual for the Green Congregation by Professor David Rhoads who written to help churches to see environmental problems and give them tools to perform a work plan in its mission that includes care of creation.

This manual includes strategies for the transformation of the congregation in a community that cares for the green environment through worship, education, building the church community as an alternative, make disciples committed to the care of creation at home and at work and how to develop a ministry that publishes advocacy work on environmental issues for local and global projects to support alternative long-term sustainable development.

In Colombia I also had the opportunity to participate in an accompanying program to displaced communities returning to their lands, and I think it can be an example of seeking justice and eco mission which are involved in human rights organizations and international and national churches are beginning to support these projects.

In this experience human rights organizations and churches are accompanying Afro-Colombian communities displaced to the return to their lands and there they support and involved in alternative development projects to maintain biodiversity and ensure food security of communities and in this way stop sowing by powerful economic groups with government support in the palm cultivation to produce fuel. 
Conclusion and Challenges
These initiatives I have outlined where participating churches and ecumenical bodies globally, congregations and churches in the United States and human rights organizations in Colombia show us that it is possible to transform the traditional model of the churches to understand mission that not only seeks salvation of the people to a model that includes all living beings and all creation. 

Then the churches today have challenged to include in our strategies and programs mission ministries seeking the transformation of the social model, politically and economically what is destroying the creation, for a model more equitable a model that allows us to live together in peace among human beings and care together for creation. 

We are challenged to turn our churches and communities of faith in to alternative projects of just coexistence between human beings living simply, with austerity or as Markel said living radical simplicity,
 that allows us to take care of us, animals, plants and the environment. 

We are challenged to work with social groups and people of other faiths who work in defending human rights, protection of ethnic groups and in caring for the environment so that together all contribute to the care of God's creation where we as humans are included. 
If we succeed as churches to include the ecological perspective in our mission plans we will be contributing to new experiences of relationship with God, of coexistence between man and nature. In this way we will contribute to our experiences as implemented by the Workers' Party in Brazil in the state of Acre, where they changed the concept of citizenship (which comes from city) by the Forestship (which comes from forest). To say that human beings and nature are mutually owned, and together, they must build a way of living together not destructive but yes of salvation.

Milton Mejia
� The Book Plan B.0 has an excellent description of the crises environmental and ecological.


� The name is  Training Manual for the Green Congregation program written by David Rhoads and it is in � HYPERLINK "http://www.webofcreation.org" ��www.webofcreation.org�


� Jim Markel in his book Radical Simplicity develops a proposal of how to live in a simple way to enable human life and sustainability of nature in the next 100 years.
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